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Bulletin -Bored. to Bulletin
Board!

© PAPERCLIP
COMMUNICATIONS

Getting info out via a bulletin board, whether it’s
to the entire campus community or to your organiza-
tion, doesn’t have to be a big production. Here are
some tricks of the trade to make the process less
painful and much more enjoyable!

Top 10 Ways to Make Your Bulletin
Board Interesting to Look At
1100.. TTaakkee ssuuggggeessttiioonnss.. Why not ask group members

what they would like more information on? You
could also ask them what makes them stop to read
a bulletin board. Then, plan yours accordingly.

99.. UUssee aann aapppprroopprriiaattee ssiizzee aanndd ttyyppee ooff ffoonntt..
Get creative, but make sure it’s readable. You can
download thousands of cool fonts for free…pick
some thematic fonts and print out your headlines
really big. You can even print out the texty part of
your bulletin board—just don’t do so in 12-point
font. 

88.. IInncclluuddee aann iinntteerraaccttiivvee ccoommppoonneenntt..An inter-
active board is always more likely to draw people
in. Post questions that flip up to reveal the an-
swers underneath. Or, put freebies in an envelope.
You can even include a comments area, where
they can share their thoughts on the topic pre-
sented. 

77.. UUssee bbrriigghhtt ccoolloorrss oorr ssoommeetthhiinngg ffllaasshhyy.. Use
bright colored paper in the background or as your
border. Or, use a bright color font. The brighter the
better! Put together cool combinations. In the ad-
vertising world, using three or four colors is con-
sidered a top strategy in making a product
visually appealing. Don’t forget things like glitter
or sequins too!

66.. CChheecckk yyoouurr ssppeelllliinngg aanndd ggrraammmmaarr.. There’s
nothing worse than a board that attracts attention
for mistakes rather than content. Proof your head-
lines, printouts, and anything else you include.
Ask a peer to be your proofreader!

55.. SSttaayy ffooccuusseedd.. Narrow in on the message you re-
ally want to convey, so that you don’t get too
broad. If you share too much, people might not
stop to read it—or they might miss the message
you really want to share. 

44.. KKeeeepp iitt sshhoorrtt aanndd ssiimmppllee.. Don’t go overboard
with the amount of information you provide. A lit-
tle bit goes a long way.

33.. IInncclluuddee aa bbooxx oorr sseeccttiioonn wwiitthh aaddddiittiioonnaall rree--
ssoouurrcceess.. Back to keeping things short and sim-
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Cool Bulletin Board Borders!
Try some of these borders to make your board

POP!
� cotton balls or Q-tips around the edges of a an

all-black background
� strips of crinkled tin foil—it’ll shimmer in the

light
� black triangles in the corners to make it looks

like photo corners
� colorful thumb tacks
� staple bag ties (in the middle) around the

edges and then attach anything to them, from
buttons to little figurines 

� multi-colored straws
� chains of paperclips linked together and

draped from pushpins around the edges
� stickers of favorite cartoon characters
� fake ivy vine from a craft store (makes it look

very vineyard-like!)
� strips from colorful magazine ads or covers
� business cards you’ve collected from faculty

and staff across campus (informational AND
decorative!)

� a light-colored strip of paper with holes
punched out of it placed on a dark board for a
cool contrast

� small twigs from outside (it’ll look woodsy!)
� long shoelaces (could be good for an athletic-

oriented board!)
� plastic spoons and forks (to frame food facts!)
� puzzle pieces from a garage sale puzzle, stuck

in random patterns around the edges


