


WHY AN MSW DEGREE?

An MSW degree allows you to enter the Social Work profession as an advanced-level practitioner. 

The degree trains you for work in interpersonal, clinical, administrative, or developmental 

settings. The MSW further prepares you to make a positive, articulated impact on the lives 

of hurting people, and to provide a constructive influence among families, groups, and 

communities.

CHOOSE AN MSW DEGREE FROM ANDREWS UNIVERSITY

The essence of our program is embodied in our mission—to prepare individuals for excellence 

in the profession and to provide Christian compassion in action. Rather than simply meeting 

standards, we strive for more. In addition to an outstanding faculty that represents our 

commitment to a lifetime learning partnership, we specialize in an adult-oriented, skills-based 

learning opportunity by providing a balanced mixture of instruction and real-life practice. The 

Andrews University Master of Social Work program is also accredited by the Council on Social 

Work Education (CSWE).

>	 SENSITIVITY TO A BALANCED LIFE
As a department with many non-traditional students, 
our program is designed to facilitate the balanced 
life. With required classes meeting only on Mondays, 
our students can use the rest of the week to study, 
take elective classes, participate in field-placement 
practicum, have time for family life, and maintain part-
time employment if necessary. You can fulfill course 
requirements in and out of the classroom, as many 
classes feature an Internet component so that classroom 
work may be completed from home. 
    
>	 A FOCUSED APPROACH
We provide a basis in cognitive-behavioral therapy, 
strength-based, and brief-treatment approach to 
empowering individuals, families, groups, and 
organizations to grow and recognize their own faith 
experiences. 

>	 A DIVERSE, COLLECTIVE, CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE 
Recognized as one of the nation’s top 10 campuses for 
cultural diversity (U.S. News & World Report, 2002), 
Andrews connects you with unique perspectives from 
peers and professors in our small, conference-style class 
format. Our emphasis on Christian principles allows a 
strong sense of community and support to develop, 
fostering intellectual, professional, and spiritual growth 
among our students.

>	 THREE PROGRAM OPTIONS
There are three program options available to individuals 
holding a bachelor’s degree. Those with a strong liberal 
arts background may enter the regular two-year 
program, while those holding a Bachelor of Social Work 
(BSW) may enter a one- or two-year advanced standing 
program depending on academic history and GPA.

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

The regular two-year program requires 56 credits of course work and internship. Students 

in the regular two-year program complete the Foundation Year and an advanced year, 

which includes 16 credits in elective course work and required field experience. Students 

in the one-year Advanced Standing program complete 33 credits in basic courses, electives, 

and required field experience. Students in the two-year Advanced Standing Plus program 

complete 39 credits in basic courses, electives, and field experience. The Advanced Standing 

Plus program remediates any area of academic weakness by the addition of 6 credits, which 

are designated by Social Work Student Services and a faculty advisor. 

REGULAR TWO-YEAR PROGRAM (56 semester credits)

Aside from meeting the general admission requirements of the Andrews University 

Graduate School, applicants to the regular two-year program must have the following:

> A bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university.

> A strong liberal arts background (as defined in the current Andrews University 

Bulletin), which must include:

			   Human Biology or Anatomy & Physiology 		  3 credits

			   Communication / Language								       6 credits

			   Social & Behavioral Science 								       8 credits

			   Humanities / History											          14 credits

			   Math / Physical Science										         3 credits

			   Computer Skills (or equivalent)						      1 credit

>	 An overall GPA of 2.60, or 3.00 in upper division course work, or 3.50 in 10 

previously taken graduate courses graded A–F. 

>	 Satisfactory scores on the Graduate Record Exam (GRE) taken no more than 5 

years prior to the intended admission date. 

	 >	 Completed Graduate Application packet. 

ONE-YEAR ADVANCED STANDING PROGRAM (33 semester credits)

In the one-year Advanced Standing program, requirements are reduced by 23 credits 

based on previous BSW foundation course work. In addition to meeting the admission 

requirements for the regular two-year program, applicants to the one-year Advanced 

Standing program should also have the following: 

>	 Bachelor of Social Work degree (BSW) from a program accredited by the Council 

on Social Work Education (CSWE). If the degree is older than 5 years, the 

applicant must have one year of post-bachelor’s human service work experience 

for every year beyond the 5-year limit. 

>	 An overall undergraduate GPA of 3.00 or higher, or a GPA of 3.50 or higher in a 

minimum of 10 previously taken graduate courses (in classes graded A–F).  

>	 A letter of reference from the applicant’s field placement faculty liaison, field 

instructor, or current human service job supervisor reflecting past satisfactory 

practice experience. 

ADVANCED STANDING PLUS PROGRAM (two-year, part-time, 39 semester credits)

Students who have done generally well in their BSW program, but do not meet the GPA 

requirements for the one-year Advanced Standing program, may be eligible for the two-

year, Advanced Standing Plus program. To be considered for the Advanced Standing Plus 

program, you must provide the materials outlined in the admission criteria for the one-year 

Advanced Standing program (see above). 

FOUNDATION YEAR										         Credits 
Foundations of Practice I & II						      8
Generalist Field Seminar							       1
*Christian Perspectives on Ethics & Diversity		 2
Generalist Field Experience (400 hours)				    3
Human Behavior and the Social Environment		  3
Social Work Welfare Policy							       3
Social Work Research								        4
Generalist Professional Seminar						      1
Electives									         1

ADVANCED YEAR								       Credits
*Advanced Field Seminar							      1
*Policy for Social Change							      3 
Advanced Field Experience (500 hours)					    4
*Advanced Standing Field Experience (600 hrs.)	 5
*Advanced Practice Evaluation 						      3
*Advanced Professional Seminar						      1
*Advanced Clinical Assessment						     3
*Advanced Practice I & II							       4
*Electives									        11

*Denotes required classes for advanced placement. 

CORE FACULTY

CURTIS VANDERWAAL, Chair, Professor. PhD, Case 

Western Reserve University; MSW, University of 

Michigan; BS, Andrews University.  

OLIVER DAVIS, BSW Program Director, Assistant 

Professor. MSW, Ohio State University; BSW, 

Oakwood College. 

ANN-MARIE JONES, MSW, University of Central 

Florida; BSW, Oakwood College.

SHELLY PERRY, Director of Field, Associate Professor. 

MSW, State University of New York; BSW, Loma 

Linda University. 

JAN WRENN, Associate Professor. MSW, University of 

Michigan; BSW, Andrews University. 

MICHAEL WRIGHT, MSW Program Director, Associate 

Professor. PhD, University of South Carolina; MSW, 

BSW, Andrews University.

SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS, AND ASSISTANTSHIPS

A limited number of scholarships and grants are available. Financial aid may also be provided 

through the Graduate Assistantship program, which is an opportunity for a restricted number of 

MSW students. The granting of Graduate Assistant (GA) positions is competitive. GA’s are paid 

for working with faculty members and/or members of the community on Social Work research or 

service projects. They establish learning objectives with their mentors and assess their practical 

learning outcomes as part of their MSW program. For more information contact the Department 

of Social Work.

GRE REQUIREMENT

The GRE is an admissions requirement for the Andrews University Graduate School. The 

Department of Social Work views GRE scores as noteworthy, but comparably small evidence of 

the student’s ability to succeed in graduate school.  

GRADUATION GUIDELINES FOR SPECIALTY FOCUS
Marriage & Family Focus (8CR)
>	 SOWK410 Children & Families at Risk (2CR)
>	 SOWK538 Spiritual Formational Therapy (2CR)
>	 SOWK649 Advanced Family Therapy (2CR)
>	 SOWK626 Children & Adolescent Therapy (2CR)
>	 SOWK640 Interventions in Marital Conflicts (2CR)

Administration & Development Focus (8CR)
>	 SOWK638 Leadership in Social Work (2CR)
>	 SOWK655 Organizational/Community
	 Assessment (2CR)
>	 BSAD530 Management of Not-for Profit 
	 Organizations (3CR)
>	 SOCI535/BHSC648 Grantwriting (2CR)

Mental Health Focus (8CR)
>	 SOWK657  Cognitive & Behavioral Therapy (2CR)
>	 SOWK647 Crisis Intervention (2CR)
>	 SOWK629 Treatment of Adult Mental Disorders (2CR)
>	 SOWK538 Spiritual Formational Therapy (2CR)

School Social Work Focus (8CR)
>	 SOWK620 School Social Work (2CR)
>	 EDPC644 Psychological Testing (2-3CR)
>	 EDPC525 Psychology & Education of
	 Exceptional Children (2-3CR)

The department also recently added a specialty focus in Emergency Preparedness. This focus 

prepares students to deal more effectively with natural and human disasters and emergencies.

For more information about the Social Work profession, job trends, career options, and salary 

information, check out the professional overview on the National Association of Social Workers 

(NASW) web site at www.naswdc.org/profession/overview.asp.

NETHERY HALL


